 
EXPRESSION OF FUTURE TIME

I.  The present tense may be used to express a future action.  Present tense may be used in some instances in which the future event is planned and will certainly take place.

My plane leaves at eight o(clock tomorrow morning.

I meet Professor McCargar Wednesday afternoon.

Present progressive tense may be used in the same way to express future actions.

My children are coming home for Christmas.

We are returning to Korea this summer.

There are subtle differences between future expressed by present and present progressive tenses and future expressed by future tense.

I see Dr. Osten Monday. (I have an appointment to see him at a specific time.)
I(ll see Dr. Osten Monday. (We work in the same building and eat in the same cafeteria.  It is very likely that I will see him Monday.)

One would not say, (I see my husband tonight.(
II.  Future tense may be expressed with shall or will plus the stem (infinitive minus the to),  or with to be +  going +  infinitive.
A.  At the most formal level of speech, one uses shall and will.  Will is commonly used, but shall has disappeared from American English, except in written communication of the most formal sort, or in the expression, (Shall we go?(  One will still hear shall sometimes in British movies that are set in the last century. 

( To go is used as the verb in these examples.  To go is not part of the construction.  Any verb may be substituted for go in these examples.)

I shall go.



We will go.

You will  go.



You will go.

He, she, it will go.


They will go.

B.  At a lower level of formality, one may use a form of to be + going +  infinitive without use of contractions.

I am going to go.


We are going to go.

You are going to go.


You (or You all) are going to go.

He, she, it is going to go.

They are going to go.
You all, or y(all is used in spoken English in the American South to distinguish between the second person singular and the second person plural.  In certain areas of the United States, you guys may be used to make this distinction.  This form is rarely written.

C.  At an informal level, will is used with contractions.  This form is very common in spoken English, but is not used in formal written English.  It may be used in informal written communication.

I(ll go.




We(ll go.


You(ll go.



Y(all(ll go.

He(ll go.  She(ll go.  It(ll go.

They(ll go.

D.  At the most informal level, to be + going + infinitive is used with contractions.  This form is the most common formation of  future expression in spoken American English, but is never written, except occasionally as a realistic representation of dialogue in a work of fiction or as a direct quotation.

I(m gonna (g(n() go.




We(re gonna go.


You(re gonna go.




Y(all(r gonna go.

He(s gonna go.  She(s gonna go.  It(s gonna go.
They(re gonna go.
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