Who votes for president of the United States of America?
The people of the United States do not vote for president.

The states vote for president.  The citizens of the states vote for electors, and the electors vote for president.  The group of electors is called the Electoral College.

How does the Electoral college work?
Every state, regardless of population, has 2 senators.

Each state has a number of representatives proportional to its population.

Wyoming has 1 representative.

California has 53 representatives.

Each state has a number of electoral votes equal to the number of senators plus the number of representatives.

Wyoming has 3 electoral votes.

California has 55 electoral votes.

Therefore, although California has about 50 times the population of Wyoming, it has only about 20 times  the number of electoral votes.

In 48 of the 50 states, if a candidate receives at least 51% of the vote in that state, he gets all of that state(s electoral votes.  We call this (Winner take all.(
What is the result?
1.  No one can be elected president if all his support comes from one region.  A candidate must have support from many parts of the country in order to be elected.

2.  Small parties are squeezed out.  Ross Perot got almost 20% of the popular vote in 1992, but got no electoral votes, because he did not win any states.

3.  Big urban states like New York and California are under-represented, and small rural states like Vermont and Wyoming are over-represented.

Why did the Constitution of the United States include the Electoral College in 1789?
 1. The individual states were very jealous of their powers, and did not want to give more power to the central government.

2.  Communications were very poor, and not many people could learn much about the candidates, so they elected wise men to vote for them.

3.  The writers of the constitution trusted farmers more than city people, and wanted to be sure that the people in the big cities could not elect a president without the farmers( votes.

Will it ever change?
No.  The only way to change the system is by a constitutional amendment, which requires the approval of 3/4 of the states.  Small rural states would lose much power if the electoral college were eliminated, and since there are more small rural states than there are large urban states, it will not be possible to get a 3/4 majority of the states to approve an amendment.

